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Lawyer knows adoption 
High school kids hear true-life story 
BY WILLIAM CROYLE | WCROYLE@NKY.COM 
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NEWPORT - Steve Feldmann of Cincinnati was put up for adoption at birth, but nobody wanted 
him. The right side of his face was deformed. He had a cleft lip. 

He spent four years in an orphanage, then lived with a foster family in Arizona for two years. 
When they couldn't afford to keep him because of mounting medical bills, he was sent back to 
Cincinnati. 

"I landed here and was an emotional mess," he said. 

Feldmann, 40, spoke Wednesday to a Family and Consumer 
Science class at Newport High School where students are learning 
about family choices. Feldmann was invited by teacher Susan 
Brindle to talk about adoption. 

Feldmann talked about a young married couple who volunteered at 
St. Joseph Orphanage in Sharonville in the '70s and fell in love with 
him. He was 8 years old. Though they never planned to have 
children, they eventually adopted him. 

"They sat me down and said 'Steve, we want you to be our son,' " 
Feldmann recalled. "I jumped up and down, I was so excited." 

Feldmann had several surgeries to reconstruct his face. He got 
married in 1997 and has two children. He's a lawyer and board 
president of Healthy Visions, a Cincinnati nonprofit company that 
educates kids on how to have healthy lifestyles and relationships. He 
gives these talks through their Adoption Option school-based 
program. 

"The two most important choices in my life were made by other 
people," Feldmann said. "The choice of my birth mother to place me 
for adoption was such a loving decision, as was the choice of my 
mom and dad to adopt me. Both decisions gave me hope." 

Senior Tamara Sneed, 18, said she hasn't had a mom since she 
was 12 and her father has been in and out of her life. Her brother, 
she said, has basically raised her. 

"I know what life is like without a mom and what an impact a mom 
can have on your life," Tamara said. "I've always wanted to adopt, 
myself. I wouldn't mind a disabled kid, either. They need love, too." 

Senior Jacob Byrd, 18, has been raised by his grandparents. He 
agreed that adoption can be a great option. 

"I thought everything he said was great," Jacob said. "I appreciated 
his honesty. I know that kind of stuff can be hard to talk about." 
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Donnelly Home Team @ RE/MAX 
In The Top 12% of Cincinnati Agents! We service all of 
Greater Cincinnati! We can help with New 
Construction,1st Time Buyers, Investment & Much More!
www.donnellyhometeam.com 

Cincinnati Weight Loss Program 
Weight loss & Life Style change program given by 
Professionals- Lose avg 2 lbs per week! Sept 8th & 10th 
- Western Hills & Sept 8th & 22nd - Blue Ash! 
wwwPersonalNEWtrition.com 

After School Childcare Needed? 
BabysitEase sitters care for your children in your home 
any time of the day or night. All our sitters are over 18 
and have their own transportation. 
www.babysitease.com 

Unlimited Mobile Calls $45/mo 
Cricket wireless offers unlimited use plans from only $45 
per month with tree text and picture messaging. Sign up 
today! 
mycricket.com 

Cincinnati Corporate Wellness 
Take care of your Employees Health NOW! We provide 
Nutrition Lunch & Learn Programs, Metabolic Rate 
Analysis, Exercise or Weight Loss Programs!  
www.NutritionSOS.com 

What's your Calorie Burn Rate? 
Find out your Resting Metabolic Rate (RMR) which 
represents the # of calories your body burns at rest. 
Helps you get past that weight loss plateau! 
wwwpersonalnewtrition.com 
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International Adoption 
Serving Illinois, Iowa, Ohio Wisconsin and Florida 
www.LifelinkAdoption.org

China Guatemala Russia Vi 
FTIA gives real time web access to follow your adoption 
step by step 
www.ftia.org

Phoenix Criminal Defense 
Certified criminal law specialists Free Consult - Beyond 
Aggressive! 
www.dmcantor.com




